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Questions
Arise
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“Nathan Hale,” (MacMonnies, 1890)
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“Nathan Hale,” (MacMonnies, 1890)







“Barge of State,” Chicago World Columbian Exposition of 1893
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. “Barge of State,” Chicago World Columbian Exposition of 1893
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“The Day Of Carnot’s Funeral” (Charles Dana Gibson, 1894)
ol ol







Mary MacMonnies




“A- Café Artist” (Charles Dana Gibson, 1894)
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B\ “Bacchante
%' And Infant
e Faun”
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“Diana” (Augustus Saint-Gaudens, 1893)
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“Diana” (Falguiére, 1882)







“Bacchante Carrying Infant Faun” (Jean Joseph Foucou, late 1700s)







“Bacchante And Infant Faun,” 1893-4 (Met. Museum of Art)
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“Bacchante And Infant Faun,” (reduction at Art Institute of Chicago)










The
Architect
and The

Library
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McKlm to BPL Trustees, April 2, 1895
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MacMonnies in his studio, roughly




1896: Boston-
Bound

Bacchante



Trustees’ Room, Boston Public Library 1895 (courtesy BPL)
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Bacchante versus
The Legion of Doom
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Boston Art Commission to BPL Trustees, 10/9/1896
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- Bacchante Unfit for the

Public Library.

= At Commission Voies Against
Its Acceptance.

\ . | Afraid It Might Shock

Some People.







on Globe, N

~ Bacchante on View for
/ the Boston Public.
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SHE HELD A BIG RECEPTION

| Bacchante’s First Regular
Sunday Bath,

Siren is Viewed in the Afternoon by Over
10,000 Curious Persons.

Her Bronze Baby Bacohus Shared in the
Generouns Oriticisms,

WOLLY GRE ! DEY'S
YURNED OF WOSE ON HERY




Boston Art Commission to BPL Trustees, November 18, 1896
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Q &) What Was
Y "¥The Problem?
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Seal of the Boston Public Library (Augustus Saint-Gaudens)

A ML 111 il 4§ 113

———— -

‘-J =

Al % AR d“mso~










.\

W1t Was So Damn New.
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“Physics” (Pierre Puvis de Chavannes, 1895)
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Braron Mase
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4 In A Way, It Actually Wasn’t
g Appropriate.
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South end of “The Triumph Of Religion” (John Singer Sargent)
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Losing
“Bacchante”
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Boston Globe, November 23, 1896
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- NO PLACE.
,|Bacchante Not Wanted
inthe Library

Congregational Club
- Condemn_ It.

esolutions Sent to the
+ Board of Trustees. |

P
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The report of the committee !
relative to the Bacchante is as |

| follows: l
















Letter from McKim to Trustees, April 5, 1897

Please be very frank, and do not hesitate to act without
to me, and I shall not misunderstand your action. A1l I
ask, for the love of Heaven!, is that this matter be finally de-

Sincerely yours,

%L;Ly’ ;7/((%771./




BACCHANTE TO COME HERE.

It Will Have n Place im the Metro-
politan Museum of Art, Which

Accepted It.

The * Bacchante,” by Frederick Mac-
monnies, will have a place among the
bronzes in the Metropolitan Museum of Art
as soon as the necessary arrangements for
its receotion can be made. This is the
statue which was set up in the new library
in Boston, but was rejected because of a
prudish outery against it. A few days ago
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Question
Again...






























Bacchante
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4 Be ready to defend your work

with blissful arrogance.



r ‘ ‘
Unless you never show your work
to others, you have a duty to
communicate clearly.



Pure idiots are quite rare.
. Your own lack of empathy is
‘a much bigger problem.



enduring, regardless
of the struggle.
It’s TOTALLY worth it.
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