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What is Localization?



Turning...





into















so you can turn...





into





What is i18n?



• Internationalization (i18n) is an engineering process

• It should be done from the beginning

• A properly internationalized app will do the following:

• Accept non-English data as input

• Display dates and times correctly worldwide

• Sort data correctly for non-English languages



What is l10n?



• Localization (l10n) is a post-development process

• i18n is a pre-requisite to l10n

• Localization ≠ Translation

• Images - are they appropriate in all countries?

• Sounds / Videos



The Market



41%
59%

English Speaking
Non English Speaking

App Download Market - 2009

$0.8 bln



56%
44%

English Speaking
Non English Speaking

App Download Market - 2011

$2.5 bln



64%

36%

English Speaking
Non English Speaking

App Download Market - 2015

$5.6 bln



Growing ‘    pp’etite

http://blog.nielsen.com, June 2010

Average Number of Apps

Feature Phones 1

Smartphones 22

iPhone 57

http://blog.nielsen.com/
http://blog.nielsen.com/


Apple Q2 2011

• International Revenue - $14.55 billion (59%)

• APAC - 182% increase year over year

• Greater China - 250% growth in iPhone sales



Apple Q3 2011

• International Revenue - $17.77 billion (62%)



Gap in the Market

• 80% of apps available in 
English only

• Over 60% of iOS devices 
owned by non-native 
English speakers

Tethras Research, http://itunes.apple.com/rss

http://itunes.apple.com/rss
http://itunes.apple.com/rss


Why the Gap?

• Cultural and economic differences

• Small scale projects

• Localization services not meeting the needs 
of app developers

• Cannot justify large spend

• Time consuming and costly



Do you speak my language?



The App Developer



Total number of app developers

Developer Profile



114,000 publishers

495,000 apps

Apple App Store



Localization as a Service



Traditional Localization
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Account Mgmt
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Localization as a Service
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iPad App







Let’s Xcode

















To the Finder



















































































Now What?















Magic Happens!





One More Thing...



Tethras App





Beta Signup
http://tethrasapp.com

For more information find 

@stroughtonsmith

here at MacTech

http://tethrasapp.com
http://tethrasapp.com


Thank You!

Brendan Clavin

bclavin@tethras.com

@bclavin

www.tethras.com
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